Supplementary text. Tel Dan-Summary of the archaeological data
Less than 5% of the 20-hectare site has been excavated, though the excavation areas are distributed across the entire site. The site was occupied from the Pottery Neolithic period (Stratum XVI, ~5000 BCE) and ended, for the most part, in the Late Roman period (table S2) .
Gaps in occupation have been identified from the mid-5 th to the end of the 4 th millennia BCE, during parts of the Intermediate Bronze Age (~2500-1950 BCE), and during the entire early
Roman period [~50 BCE-100 Common Era (CE)].
After the Late Roman period the site appears to have been abandoned ( 92, 93) and saw a sharp decline in size and density thereafter, in the Intermediate Bronze Age (35, 49) . The Middle Bronze Age (Strata XIII-IX) saw a resurgent urbanization, at least partly the result of immigration from Syria (40, [94] [95] [96] .
The Late Bronze Age (Strata VIII-VII) settlement was occupied in all areas but with less density than in the Middle Bronze Age (97). At the end of the Late Bronze Age/beginning of the early Iron Age (Strata VIIA1-VI) the town experienced a crisis, with low settlement density and extensive grain storage in subsurface pits; a sign of insecurity (82, 98) . By Stratum V the Iron Age I city reached, once again, a high density of settlement, a high level of agrarian productivity, and a developed local exchange system. The town absorbed immigrants (probably refugees) from the Aegean world and Egypt (82). Oleiculture is represented by the olive pits found in all areas. This city was destroyed in a massive conflagration preserving much in the way of material culture, but no human remains; the inhabitants were not caught in the fire.
The next level Stratum IVB, dating to the late Iron Age I (~1000-950 BCE) occupied structures built over those of the previous stratum, mostly on the same plan, but it was a sparser settlement; apparently swathes of space were unsettled. Very few olive pits were recovered (N=8), relative to the size of the excavated area. This stratum seems to have been destroyed in an earthquake.
The following stratum, IVA, belonging to the Iron Age IIA and dating to the late 10 th -late 9 th centuries BCE, was much like the previous level, sparsely occupied with much empty space.
After a lacuna of at least 600 years in the construction of defenses this may be the first time that city walls and a gate tower were erected, immediately above the foundations of the has shown that all these animals were obtained locally and not imported (104).
All radiocarbon data are detailed in the table S4 (105-116).
fig. S1. Pollen-based ecological clusters detected in the Upper Galilee from the Bronze
Age to the Roman period. A cluster analysis (paired group as algorithm, correlation as similarity measure) and a neighbour joining (correlation as similarity measure, final branch as root) were used to define the ecological assemblages. Each cluster was summed to create pollen-derived vegetation patterns. 
